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The Travels of Ibn Battuta to India, the Spice Islands,
and China
Noel Q. King, Trans. & Albion Butters, Ed.
The era in which Ibn Baṭṭūṭa traveled to the East was
exciting but turbulent, cursed by the Black Plague and
the fall of mighty dynasties. His account provides a firsthand account of increased globalization due to the rise
of Islam, as well as the relationship between the Western
world and India and China in the 14th century. Here are
insights into the complex power dynamics of the time, as
well a personal glimpse of the author’s life as he sought
to survive them, always staying on the move. The Riḥla contains great value as a
historical document, but also for its religious commentary, especially regarding
the marvels and miracles that Ibn Baṭṭūṭa encountered. It is also an entertaining
narrative with a wealth of anecdotes, often humorous or shocking, and in many
cases touchingly human. The book records the journey of Ibn Baṭṭūṭa, a Moroccan jurist who travels to the East, operating at high levels of government within
the vibrant Muslim network of India and China. It offers captivating details into
the cultures and dynamics of that region, but goes beyond other travelogues due
to the dramatic narrative of its author.
“Fascinating and impressively informative read from beginning to end.”
—Midwest Book Review
HC: 978-1-55876-633-4				
PB: 978- 155876-634-1				

New: Ibn Battuta’s Travels

Ibn Battuta in Black Africa
Noel Q. King, Trans.
Said Hadmun, Ed.
“Ibn Battuta’s
narrative allows
us to look at that
country through
eyes unlike our
own. For once,
sub-Saharan
Africa is viewed
... as just another
corner of a large
and fascinating world.”
—The Boston Globe
HC: 978-1-55876-335-7
PB: 978-1-55876-336-4

$69.95
$24.95

$64.95
$24.95

The Travels of Ibn Battuta to
Central Asia
I. N. Ibrahimovich, Ed. & Trans.
“Ibn Battuta’s Travels
are justly famous,
enjoyable, [and] the
translated section is ...
useful in teaching for
its descriptions of the
devastation of Central
Asia by the Mongol
invasions, and cultural
and institutional patterns in what one
might think of as the ... Khanates of the
14 century ... Along the way, the anecdotal enlivens the text...”
—World History Bulletin Board
PB: 978-1-55876-523-8

$24.95

complete reviews, please visit:

www.markuswiener.com

Ibn Fadlan’s Journey to The Kurds: A Divided
Modern Iran: a
Nation In Search of
Russia:
History in Documents
a State (Updated and
A Tenth-Century
Negin Nabavi, Ed. &
Traveler from Baghdad Expanded 2019 Edition)
Transl.
to the Volga River
Michael Gunter
Covering the period from
Richard N. Frye
“Michael Gunter, the doyen

HC: 978-1-55876-365-4
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-366-1
$24.95

of Kurdish political studies
in the United States, . . . has
briskly condensed his three
decades of scholarly engagement into a precis that
can safely be put into the
hands of both the student
and the diplomat.”
—Journal of Politics
“A well-structured monograph is an exceptionally accessible study of the Kurds
. . . . Enormously valuable
and readable.
—Kurdish Studies
“Michael Gunter clarifies
a complex web of relations
among Kurdish political
groups, Middle Eastern
states, and Western powers.
Useful for policy makers
in Washington, Ankara,
Tehran, Baghdad and Damascus.
—Middle East Policy
HC: 978-1-55876-640-2
$69.95
PB: 978-1-55876-614-9
$26.95

the early nineteenth century
to the present day, Modern
Iran brings together primary
sources in translation that
shed light on aspects of the
political, social, cultural,
and intellectual history of
modern Iran. Included are
newspaper articles from the
beginnings to the nuclear
agreement of 2015, diaries,
memoirs, letters, speeches,
and essays that have been
translated here for the first
time from Persian. Wellknown texts are combined
with lesser known ones
about the reception of
and responses of different
segments of society to
historical events.
HC: 978-1-55876-600-6
$88.95
PB: 978-1-55876-601-3
$28.95

New Books: 20th Century

“Frye brings his vast knowledge of the Islamic East and
Central Asia to the task of
translating the journey of
Ibn Fadlan, a representative of the highly refined
Abbasid caliphate centered
in Baghdad, through the
progressively more primitive populations between
the Caspian and Aral Seas,
including the Oghuz Turks
and the Bulghars, as far as
the regions along the Volga
River occupied by the Rus
(misnamed the Vikings).”
—MESA Bulletin
“Invaluable commentaries
by translator Frye (emer.,
Harvard), a distinguished
specialist in the history of the
peoples of Middle East and
Central Asia, accompanies
the original text.”
—Choice
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Jihad: A History in
Documents
Rudolph Peters

Recently Published

This updated and expanded
edition of the classic text
on Muslim thinking about
war and peace features
new chapters on jihad after
9/11, including translations
and analyses of fatwas
from ISIS and al-Qaeda.

2

“Peters highlights the
historical development of
the concept [of jihad]. …
The book is meant for a
general audience. Indeed,
by having these translations together, this book
makes a handy reader.”
—Journal of Near Eastern
Studies
“This is a very valuable
work for all who wish to
understand the meaning,
importance, and practice
of jihad for Muslims
today, as well as in the
past.”
—Choice

Constellations of the
Caucasus:
Empires, Peoples, and
Faiths

Michael A. Reynolds, Ed,
The Caucasus has fascinated
humanity for millennia. A
natural crossroads aconstellationscovernd a perpetual
borderland, the region has
often been described as the
meeting place of East and
West, Europe and Asia,
Christendom and Islam.
Six leading scholars explore
overlapping constellations of
personal relationships, imperial institutions, economic
processes, and religions that
have linked the peoples of
the Caucasus with each other
and with the outside world.
They address religious pluralism, imperial rule, and
secularism; slavery, diaspora,
and belonging; empire and
the creation of ethno-national
identities; and the spread
of Salafi Islam in the 21st
century.

HC: 978-1-55876-608-2
HC: 978-1-55876-604-4
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-609-9 illustrated $68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-605-1
$26.95
$26.95

and

The Arabs: A Short
History with
Documents
Heinz Halm
The Arabs, Heinz Halm’s
masterful narrative, is now
available in an expanded
version with a new 160page annotated appendix of
primary sources.
The new source appendix
greatly enhances the text’s
value for teachers as well as
for general readers. Some
40 primary source readings—ranging from Spain to
Iraq, from classical antiquity
to the 2011 Arab Spring,
and from poetry and scripture to medieval economics
and travelogue—provide a
classroom-ready component
for courses in history and
area studies.
“A succinct account of Arab
history packaged with an
imaginative selection of
lively and teachable primary
sources.”
— Michael Cook, Princeton
University
HC: 978-1-55876-545-0
$89.95
PB: 978-1-55876-546-7
$28.95

complete reviews, please visit:

www.markuswiener.com
Women in the
Islamic World
From Earliest Times to the Arab Spring

Irene Schneider

The Saudi Kingdom
between Jihadi

Hammer and Iranian
Anvil

The Levant: A
Fractured Mosaic
William Harris
Updated Edition

Ali Al Shihabi, Preface
By Bernard Haykel “William Harris’s com-

HC: 978-1-55876-450-7
HC: 978-1-55876-612-9
maps
$68.95
maps $68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-613-6 PB: 978-1-55876-451-4
$26.95
$22.95

Irene Schneider
“Schneider’s choices of topics are savvy; she covers
the foundations, such as the
instructions for women found
in the Qur’an, and contemporary Muslim feminist movements, as well as a sampling
of narrower topics, like Morocco’s family law reforms or
the roles of women in literature. This variety of subjects
both showcases the diversity
and historical variation of
women’s roles in the Islamic
world and . The book is meticulous in the treatment of
a very complex subject, and
should serve as a valuable
and accessible introduction
to the topic for both new and
more expert readers.”
—Publishers Weekly
HC:978-1-55876-573-3
$88.95
PB: 978-1-55876-574-0
$26.95

Recently Published

“In this forcefully argued
book, Ali al Shihabi
portrays the monarchy’s
potential downfall as
an unmitigated disaster
that would lead a void
that could be filled only
by jihadists or Iran. He
is highly critical of the
sprawling network of
princes and Wahhabi
clergy on the state. Shihabi
sees little reason to believe
that the nuclear deal that
world powers reached with
Iran last year will change
the Islamic Republic’s
disruptive behavior in the
Middle East.”
—Foreign Affairs

prehensive work is the
best survey of the Levant
region of the Middle East,
a broad geographical area
that today includes Syria,
Lebanon, Israel, and parts
of Jordan and Iraq, among
other countries. … The book
is a sweeping history of the
region, explaining structural
and geographic determinant
factors that explain its role
and characteristics throughout the ages. … It’s the
single most useful book for
understanding the Levant
out there….One of the ‘10
Must-Read’ Books on the
Evolution of Terrorism in
the Middle East.”
— The Wall Street Journal

Women in the Islamic
World: From Earliest
Times to the Arab
Spring
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The Ottoman Empire:
A Short History
Suraiya Faroqhi

Ottoman History

“As a very accessible
book, with its synthetic
narrative an readable style
(well translated by Shelley
Frisch), the book can be
ranked among the handiest
short introductions to the
Ottoman World.”

4

Harem Ghosts: What
One Cemetery Can Tell
Us about the Ottoman
Empire

and

Starting with Food:
Culinary Approaches
to Ottoman History

Amy Singer, Ed.
Douglas Brookes & Ali
“Food is a looking glass
Ziyrek

Brookes uses the royal
tomb of Sultan Mahmud II
as a window onto the past,
exploring the insights the
tomb reveals about Ottoman
—Journal of Near culture in its splendid last
Eastern Studies decades. Woven into the
tale are the life stories of the
Turkish royals and harem
“A clearly presented and
concubines interred in
concise survey.”
—Choice the mausoleum and of the
illustrious Ottomans buried
“Faroqhi... has extended
our knowledge of the social in the garden: not just the
dynamics of the Empire by statesmen, admirals, generals,
exploring economic issues, and palace eunuchs who ran
gender relationships at all the Ottoman Empire, but also
the musicians, artists, and
economic levels ... She
poets who shaped its cultural
places the Ottomans in a
geographical and cultural life. He leads the reader
through the enchanting site
context and presents the
issues of Ottoman history that evolved into the national
in an enlightening and most pantheon of the Ottoman
Empire —the Ottoman
readable way.”
—Asian Affairs Westminster Abbey.
HC: 978-1-55876-610-5
HC: 978-1-55876-448-4
illustrated $88.95
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-611-2
PB: 978-1-55876-449-1
$26.95
$26.95

through which one can
view trends in culture,
history, politics, religion,
and human affairs. This
volume highlights food
in exactly this light. They
unlock new, if narrowly
circumscribed, insights
into Ottoman life through
discussions of feasts, fasts,
public and private dining, and food-based social
interactions among various
groups, ranging from royalty to the indigent poor.
... The essays touch on the
dynamism of the Ottoman
food experience, which
included influences from
the Mediterranean, the Far
East, Africa, and Europe.
Recommended.”
—Choice

HC: 978-1-55876-513-9
$68.95

PB: 978-1-55876-514-6
$24.95

complete reviews, please visit:

Memoirs of a Janissary
Konstantin Mihailovic
Svat Soucek, Ed.

HC: 978-1-55876-530-6
$69.95
PB: 978-1-55876-531-3
$22.95

Islam in Europe:
The Lure of
Fundamentalism
and the Allure of
Cosmopolitanism
Nilüfer Göle
“Nilüfer Göle is brilliant
and perceptive; her book is
utterly engrossing.”
—Orhan Pamuk, Nobel
Prize-winning author
“Written with rare insight
and generosity of spirit,
Göle’s book offers readers
a meditation on one way
in which people from very
different traditions can live
together without animus in
an interconnected modern
world.”
—Talal Asad, CUNY
“A stimulating read...
presents a wealth of new
aspects.”
—Berlin Review of Books
HC: 978-1-55876-525-2
$88.95
PB: 978-1-55876-526-9
$24.95

Political Words and
Ideas in Islam
Bernard Lewis
“This is a slim volume
containes 11 short articles
published by Lewis over
his long career in a number
of different journals and
countries. The articles are
updated for this publication. Lewis shows how
certain political concepts
have evolved over the
centuries from early Islam
onwards. On consultation
between ruler and ruled,
for example, he references
in pre-Islamic Arabic,
verses in the Qur’an, and
terms used in the Ottoman
court in the 1820s to show
that the concept of consultation remained alive and
evolved over the centuries.
Such scholarly [insights]
will be of interest to a wide
Western readership.”
—Asian Affairs
HC: 978-1-55876-299-2
$98.95
PB: 978-1-55876-295-5
$28.95

Ottoman History

“This fascinating chronicle
and memoirs of a single
individual living in the 15th
century serves as a wider
history on the age, reflecting the multiple overlays and
ever-shifting linguistic and
ethnic identities of the Ottoman Empire’s many subject
peoples. As a Serbian boy
drafted into service by a warlord ally of Sultan Mehmet II,
Mihailovc witnessed the 1453
fall of Constantinople from
the winning side. Following
his subsequent training in the
elite Janissary corps, he took
part for eight years in both
court ceremony at Topkapi and
battles, including those against
the Ottomans’ legendary Albanian foe, Skanderburg, and
the ruler of Walachia, Vlad the
Impaler (later fictionalized as
Count Dracula).”
—Saudi Aramco World

www.markuswiener.com
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Islands of the
Ottoman Empire

New Title: Ottoman History

Antonis Hadjikyriacou,
Ed.

6

The Ottoman Empire
stretched from the Black
Sea to the Indian Ocean
and the Atlantic. It
included islands such as
Cyprus, Crete, Rhodes,
and many smaller ones in
the Aegean, Adriatic, and
Black Seas. These islands
were its frontiers, and
many of the battles against
Christian enemies were
fought here; they were
also bridges to the outside
world beyond the empire.
They were often fortified
by magnificent castles, and
sometimes served as bases
for corsairs. The chapters
deal with significant events
in naval history, collective
punishments by invaders, and many aspects of
economic and cultural life
on the islands.
HC: 978-1-55876-637-2
$48.95
PB: 978-1-55876-638-9
$22.95

The Islamic Middle
East and Japan:
Perceptions,
Aspirations, and the
Birth of Intra-Asian
Modernity

and

Challenges to
Democracy In the
Middle East
Ahmad Ashraf, Ed.
Et Al

“Many scholars have
attempted to tackle the
Iranian and Ottoman trav- question of why democracy has seemingly failed
elers to Japan in the late
to take root in the Islamic
nineteenth century found
milieu, in general, and the
a culture that was beginning to take its place in the predominantly Arab Middle
modern world without sac- East, in particular ... The
book furnishes the reader
rificing its traditional culture. Their admiration was with five historical case
bolstered when Japan sank studies that seek to explain
the Russian Baltic fleet in the arrested socio politico1905. This victory was cel- economic development of
ebrated across the Middle Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran,
East. No longer, Japan had and Turkey, and the resultproven, did modernization ing undemocratic political
culture that dominates the
demand Westernization.
overall political landscape
This collection provides
fresh insight into the cross- of the Middle East ... Topics
cultural exchange between include political development of Syria and Lebanon
“the Crescent and the
... nationalism, conspiracy
Rising Sun” in a rapidly
theories, and taboos in
changing world.
feminism.”

Renée Worringer, Ed.

HC: 978-1-55876-406-4
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-407-1
$24.95

— American Journal of
Islamic Social Sciences
PB: 978-1-55876-149-0
$16.95

complete reviews, please visit:

www.markuswiener.com

Minorities in the
Ottoman Empire

Fred Anscombe

Molly Greene

“This book provides detailed
examples of the difficulties
that imperial states have in
controlling and administering territories that are geographically and culturally
removed from the center.
These articles offer a rich
source of information.”

“With contributions by
four well-known historians of the early modern
Ottoman Empire—Najwa
al-Qattan, Fatma Müge
Göçek, Socrates Petmezas,
and Aron Rodrigue—this
volume contributes to
our understanding of the
relationships between local
and state actors in Ottoman
society. A valuable teaching
tool for professors wishing to infuse their students
with an appreciation for a
historian’s primary sources.
A successful mix, clearly
presented in a way that is
accessible to new students
of the empire. I strongly
recommend this book as a
useful text to teach Ottoman history.”

—World History Bulletin

“This volume presents the
issues of Ottoman history
in an enlightening and most
readable way.”

—Asian Affairs

Issues considered in this volume include law and justice,
centralization and provincial
autonomy, taxation and land
disputes, and the stresses of
war.
HC: 978-1-55876-382-1
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-383-8
$24.95

The History of the
Maritime Wars of the
Turks
Kâtip Çelebi,
Svat Soucek, ed.
This book spans the Turkish
Empire’s expansion from
the conquest of Constantinople to that of Crete, and
recounts the story of Barbarossa, whom Süleyman
the Magnificent appointed
commander of the imperial
navy, and many other highlights of Ottoman history.

This new edition comprises
a reprint of this text plus
new commentary by Svat
Soucek, an internationally
renowned scholar of naval
history. The editor also
provides a new introduction
and extensive summaries,
and translates highlights
of all pertinent passages in
—Arab Studies Review the previously untranslated
texts.
PB: 978-1-55876-228-2
$22.95
HC: 978-1-55876-547-4
$88.95
PB: 978-1-55876-548-1
$24.95

Ottoman History

The Ottoman Balkans:
1750-1830
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Corpus of Early
Arabic Sources for
West African History

Medieval History

J. F. P. Hopkins, Nehemia
Levtzion

8

“The main sources for the
medieval history of West
Africa are to be found in
Arabic writings. ... Here
is the sum of what Islamic
scholars wrote about West
Africa between the ninth
and the fifteenth centuries,
together with the notes
necessary to its evaluation
and the detailed indexes and
glossaries which facilitate
comparative use; ... supremely well done.”
—Times Literary
Supplement
“Long out of print, academia
owes a debt to Markus
Wiener Publishers with this
excellent reprint making the
Corpus once again easily
available for interested readers and researchers.”
—Internet Book watch
PB: 978-1-55876-241-1
$38.95

Medieval West
Africa: Views from
Arab Scholars and
Merchants

and

The Golden Age of
Islam
Maurice Lombard

Jay Spaulding, Nehemia “The best single account
which we possess of the
Levtzion
This book is designed in
a reader-friendly way.
It tells the story of West
Africa south of the Sahara from the ninth to the
fourteenth centuries, from
the viewpoint of Arab
geographers, historians,
and travelers.

Islamic world between the
seventh and eleventh centuries. It surveys in masterly
fashion how the Islamic
World emerged out of conquered Sassanian, Byzantine, North African and
Spanish areas and developed a special civilization
of its own, which directly
affected its neighbors. ...
The best book which has yet
appeared dealing with the
early centuries of one of the
world’s great and significant
civilizations.”
—Speculum
“Important.”
—American Historical
Review

“This is a ‘greatest hits’
distillation ... a useful
introduction to the best
writing that has survived,
from the well-known passages of Ibn Battuta and
Ibn Khaldun to many that
will be new to all but the
most dedicated scholars.”
– Saudi Aramco World PB: 978-1-55876-322-7
$26.95
HC: 978-1-55876-304-3
$69.95

PB: 978-1-55876-305-0
$26.95

complete reviews, please visit:

The History of
Islamic Theology
Tilman Nagel
“Using primary sources,
Nagel delves deeply into
Islamic history as he traces
the development of Islamic doctrine. The book’s
wealth of information can
be mined repeatedly for
gems of knowledge about
Islam.”
—Publishers Weekly

HC: 978-1-55876-202-2
$89.95
PB: 978-1-55876-203-9
$32.95

The Middle East
Economy: Decline and
Recovery
Charles Issawi
“Issawi stands out ... as a
master at knowing what data
are available, how much
trust to put in them, and
how to use them to illustrate
a point without losing the
interest of the nonspecialist.
His writing is readily accessible to the general reader.”
—Choice
“Gracefully written, filled
with historical insight,
and accompanied by fine
photographs, these chapters
are a pleasure to read. The
most contemporary deal
with the adaptation of Islam
to new economic realities.
Of particular interest is the
author’s explanation for the
change in standing among
Egypt, Iran, and Turkey over
the past two centuries.”
—Foreign Affairs
HC: 978-1-55876-102-5
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-103-2
$24.95

Law and Society in
Islam
Devin J. Stewart,
Barber Johansen, Eds.
This book covers significant themes explaining
the practice of Islamic
law. The first essay treats
taqiyyah (literally, “caution”), the concealment
of one’s religion when
to reveal it would incur
danger, which is based on
a Koranic passage. The
second essay inquires
into norms for physical and sexual contacts
between individuals, even
husbands and wives. The
third essay evaluates the
Ottoman records of local
fines. This report on legal
regulations and their
execution creates a colorful picture of life in the
sixteenth century.
PB: 978-1-55876-123-0
$24.95

Theology & Economy

“A thoughtful, informative, carefully presented
and scholarly tracing of
the evolution of Islamic
doctrine from its origins
down to the present day.
Nagel reveals the many
ways in which Muslims
from around the world
have carried the precepts
and doctrines of Islam into
contemporary times ...
strongly recommended.”
—Midwest Book Review

www.markuswiener.com
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Al-Jabarti’s
History of Egypt

Egypt History and Literature

Jane Hathaway, Ed.

10

The multivolume chronicle
of al-Jabarti (1754-1825) is
the single most important
primary source for the history of Egypt over nearly
four centuries of Ottoman
rule (1517-1882). This
text, compiled by editor
Jane Hathaway to appeal to
the general reader as well
as scholars of Egypt and
the Ottoman Empire, is a
collction of excerpts from
al-Jabarti’s history, providing a multifaceted overview of Egyptian society
during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The
selections cover key political developments, including
various power struggles and
the French occupation, and
offer telling glimpses of
Egyptian society at large
HC: 978-1-55876-446-0
$88.95
PB: 978-1-55876-447-7
$28.95

Land of Enchanters
Bernard Lewis, Stanley
Burstein
“Lewis (Political Words
and Ideas in Islam) and
Burstein (California State
Univ.; ed., Ancient African
Civilizations: Kush and
Axum) have produced a
fascinating collection of
Egyptian stories that span
4000 years from writers of
the Middle Kingdom period (2133-1786 B.C.E.) to
Nobel Prize winner Naguib
Mahfouz and embrace ancient, Greco-Roman, Christian, and Muslim Egypt. ...
A feast of literature; highly
recommended.”
—Library Journal
“The preface is informative, as are the brief
introductions to the stories,
which describe the travails
and triumphs of royals, heroes, spirits and monsters.”
—Publishers Weekly
HC: 978-1-55876-266-4
$39.95
PB: 978-1-55876-267-1
$18.95

and

Napoleon in Egypt:
Expanded Edition
Abd al-Rahman
al-Jabarti
The book is an Arab view
of a turning point in modern
history. Al-Jabarti’s chronicle is a unique combination
of historical narration and
reflection combined with
daily observations about the
atmosphere in Cairo and
the mood among the local
population.
“Superlative translation ...
excellent commentaries ...
witty illustrations ... exactly the
right length for classroom use
... inexpensive.”

—World History Bulletin

“...Al-Jabarti’s work has
been a treasure house...
Moreh’s editing and translating can serve as a model
to other scholars.”

—Journal of the American Oriental Society
HC: 978-1-55876-338-8
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-337-1
$24.95

complete reviews, please visit:

The Shi’ites: A Short
History
Heinz Halm

HC: 978-1-55876-436-1
$88.95
PB: 978-1-55876-437-8
$26.95

A Short History of the Iran: A Short History
Ismailis
Monika Gronke
Farhad Daftary
“The book begins with a
critical assessment of the
Ismaili history and historiography dealing with
phases, sources, and studies.
A clearer exposition of the
Ismaili beliefs unconcerned
with outsiders’ views —
past or present — will
greatly improve the study.”
—Digest of Middle East

Studies

“The author helps us understand why mullahs rule
today where for centuries
emperors, Khans and kings
of kings were in charge.”

— Berliner Morgenpost

“…draws the long line of
Iranian history from when
Islam was introduced a
millennia and a half ago to
how Iran became the nation
that it is today. An intellectual read that does well in
outlining the deep cultural
problems that Iran has had
and how it has impacted
the modern time. Monika
Gronke does well in enlightening readers of Iran and its
culture that will give people
a greater understanding. A
top pick.”

“A concise and detailed
overview of the Ismailis…
Particular attention is paid
to the Assassin legends.
Each of the chapters covers
a different aspect of Ismaili
history. Although this book
is aimed at a wider audience…the index makes this
book a useful reference,
—Midwest Book Review
especially for the materials
not covered elsewhere in
“A very readable book with
synthetic fashion”
solid scholarship.”
—Religious Studies
HC: 978-1-55876-193-3
$59.95
PB: 978-1-55876-194-0
$24.95

Iran

“Heinz Halm, a leading
scholar of early Shi`ism,
offers his interpretation of
the Islamic Revolution in
Iran. Rather than accept
the essentially revolutionary character of Shi`ism,
Halm prefers to see the
transition to revolution
as a turning point in the
evolution of Shi`ism as a
religion. He provides us
with a concise historical
perspective on the growth
of clerical authority in
Shi`i history, and emphasizes that the dualism of
royal and clerical authority
in the structure of power
in Iran since the Safavid period is crucial for
understanding the Islamic
Revolution of 1979 … As
an introduction to Shi`ism,
this book has no rival.”
—International Journal of
Middle East Studies

www.markuswiener.com

— Buchprofile-

HC: 978-1-55876-444-6
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-445-3
$22.95
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Islamism in Morocco
Malika Zeghal

Germany and Morocco

PEN America - French
Voices Award

12

The Berbers and the
Islamic State
Maya Shatzmiller

The drive to bring the
Berber populace into the
“This is a book filled
mainstream of Islamic
with sharp analytical
statehood,
through
observations ... an important
intensified indoctrination
study from which both
in Islamic theology and
students and scholars will
expansion of the judicial
benefit.”
system, deepened the
—International
Journal of Middle East awareness of Berber
Studies particularism, and refined
and defined its expression
“In an insightful analysis,
vis-à-vis the Islamic
Zeghal describes the
state and its institutions.
complex political
The story told here is
competition primarily
that of the acculturation
contested by monarchs,
and alienation of the
ulama, and Islamists in
Berbers to the Islamic
Morocco to define and
state under the Marinids,
determine ‘public Islam.’
a confederation of Zanata
The current state of Islam
Berber tribes, ruling a
has significantly ‘shifted
stable, even imperial state
the definition of Islam
toward a bureaucracy rather in Morocco and parts of
eastern North Africa in
than focusing it on the ...
the thirteenth through
monarch, his public piety
fifteenth centuries.
and genealogy.’ ... Highly
recommended.”
HC: 978-1-55876-209-1
—Choice
$69.95
PB:
978-1-55876-224-4
HC: 978-1-55876-442-2
$26.95
$88.95
PB: 978-1-55876-443-9
$28.95

and

Germany and the
Middle East:
1871-1945
Wolfgang G.
Schwanitz, Ed.
“A success.”
—Journal of Palestine
Studies
“Detailed insights into
German interest toward
the Middle East, German
traditions, Afghanistan,
the Israeli Palestinian
conflict and the struggle
about the membership of
Turkey in the European
Union.”
—Middle East Policy
“Excellent overview. ...
This anthology presents
highly valuable information as well as paradigms
that shed new light on
contemporary events.”
—German Studies
Review
HC: 978-1-55876-125-4
$48.95
PB: 978-1-55876-126-1
$22.95

complete reviews, please visit:

Israel and Palestine:
Peace Plans and
Proposals from Oslo
to Disengagement
Galia Golan
“Delivering a readable and
remarkably evenhanded
account, Golan dissects
each of the major Israeli
and Palestinian peace attempts, from Oslo in 1993
to the 2005 Israeli disengagement from Gaza. Her
conclusion is refreshingly,
if ambitiously, optimistic:
despite the violence and
intransigence of both sides,
Israelis and Palestinians
are substantially closer to
peace now than when the
talks began.”
—Publishers Weekly
—Foreign Affairs

HC: 978-1-55876-502-3
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-503-0
$24.95

Old New Land
Theodor Herzl
Jacques Kornberg,
Intro.

Zionism:

A Brief History
Michael Brenner

“Brenner’s brilliant short survey of one of the most interest“Old New Land is one of
ing and embattled movements
the most remarkable books
of the contemporary world
of the twentieth century ...
is the most reliable introduca blueprint of the perfect
tion available in English into
Jewish state, a technocratic
a subject that has become in
utopia, a socialist dream
recent years a matter of much
with all the advantages
controversy. This admirably
of capitalism, an idealisobjective review of a multifactic colonial enterprise, a
eted movement deals with both
model of pure reason, a
its cultural and political origins
‘light unto the nations.’
and manifestations.”
It also helps to explain
—Walter Laqueur
the extremism of some of
those who rebel against
“One of the strengths of this
the dominance of what
work is that Brenner does not
is widely regarded as the
have an ax to grind, nor does
arrogant West. Herzl could he come with an agenda. He is
not possibly have foreseen a gifted storyteller who gleans
the tensions to come, and the best stories from a rich and
yet the seeds of tragedy are dynamic century.”
already buried in this text.”
--Jewish Book Council
—The New York Review of
Books HC: 978-1-55876-535-1
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-160-5
$26.95
PB: 978-1-55876-536-8
$26.95

Israel

“A gem.”

www.markuswiener.com
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Aspects of Avicenna
Jews of a Saharan
Oasis: The
Robert Wisnosky, Ed.
Elimination of the
Tamantit Community The philosopher and

Jewish and Gender History

John Hunwick

14

“Thoroughly exploiting the
extant Arabic writings on
the subject, Hunwick examines the rise and purge
of the Jewish communal
outpost of Tlemcen. ... Muhammad al-Maghili was a
Tlemcen-born cleric who
... took violent exception
not only to the prosperity
of the Jews, but also to
their very presence in the
midst of Touat. Hunwick
implies that al-Maghili’s
enmity stemmed from economic envy or rage.”
—International Journal of
African Historical Studies
“Powerful.”
—African Studies Review
HC: 978-1-55876-345-6
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-346-3
$24.95

physician known in the
West by his Latinized name
Avicenna was one of the
most influential thinkers of
the Islamic and European
Middle Ages. Yet for a
great number of scholars
today Avicenna’s thought
remains inaccessible,
because he wrote almost
all his works in Arabic, and
because he expresses his
subtle and complex ideas in
the technical terminology
of Aristotelianism and
Neoplatonism. By
addressing some of
the most fundamental
issues in Avicenna’s
psychology, epistemology,
natural philosophy,
and metaphysics, the
contributors to this book
hope to make Avicenna’s
thought more accessible to
Latinists and Islamicists
alike.
PB: 978-1-55876-251-0
$24.95

and

Eunuchs and Castrati:
A Cultural History
Piotr O. Scholz
This fascinating study of eunuchs guides readers through
various lands and periods,
familiarizing them with the
duties and responsibilities,
the unspeakable torments,
and the passions and joys of
these individuals.
“Informative.”
—New York Review of Books
“Weaving together politics,
law, medicine, music anthropology, theology, literary
and social history, and art,
Scholz offers a remarkable
chronicle of the torment and
the passions of these individuals, their relationships with
androgyny, homosexuality,
transvestitism, and transsexuality.”
—Library Journal
HC: 978-1-55876-200-8
$64.95
PB: 978-1-55876-201-5
$24.95

complete reviews, please visit:

www.markuswiener.com

Beauty in Arabic
Culture

Islamic Art and
Literature

Doris
Behrens-Abouseif

Oleg Grabar, Cynthia
Robinson, Eds.
Beautifully illustrated,
exceptionally informative, thoroughly ‘reader
friendly’ … an extraordinary body of scholarship…”—Midwest Book
Review
This book breaks new
ground in the field of art
history. While illuminated
manuscripts from Persia
and the Arab world are
outstanding masterpieces
of art, only recent scholarship in Islamic visual
culture includes written
sources in its consideration of the relationships
between the textual and
visual worlds.

“...informative and provacative. For the generalist, it provides a comparative material for an
understanding of the early
Arab cultural context. For
the specialist, it raises
questions of sponsorship
The essays are enhanced
and purpose. It has added
with beautiful illustrations
novel insights.
—Middle East Journal selected by the contributors.
HC: 978-1-55876-198-8
HC: 978-1-55876-232-9
$69.95
$64.95
PB: 978-1-55876-199-5
PB: 978-1-55876-233-6
$24.95
$24.95

Patricia Crone,
Shmuel Moreh, Eds.
A tenth-century Iraqi
longing for the happy
days of the past, in order
to console himself, took
to collecting verse graffiti
left behind by travellers
and others who did not
feel at home where they
were.
“An exemplary translation. ... Readable and well
documented.”
—Times Literary
Supplement
“A combination of emotion and great literature.”
—Middle East Journal
HC: 978-1-55876-214-5
$69.95
PB: 978-1-55876-215-2
$22.95

Art History & Literature

“A succinct synthesis of
the Arab experience.”
—Journal of Palestine
Studies
“An excellent introduction to a rich yet underresearched topic, offering
a panoramic view of the
theme of beauty in the
pre-modern Arab-Islamic
tradition.”
—Religious Studies
Review

The Book of
Strangers: Medieval
Arabic Graffiti
on the Theme of
Nostalgia
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Violence in the
Middle East

Genocide and Civil War

Hamit Bozarslan

16

This book explores
the ways in which
the criminalization of
political, ethnic, and
sectarian identities
has contributed to the
formation of a “tragic
mind” that perceives
violence as the surest
provider of justice and
hope. Only this in-depth
research that combines
the cognitive, social,
and religious sciences,
as well as different
problematiques such as
the emergence of new
religiosity, can allow us
to understand the logic
behind those attacks and
the self-sacrificing forms
of violence.
HC: 978-1-55876-308-1
$69.95
PB: 978-1-55876-309-8
$28.95

Kabul Under Siege
Fayz Muhammad, Trans.
Robert D. McChesney
In January 1929, the
reigning monarch of
Afghanistan, Amir Aman
Allah Khan, was driven
from his capital by a former
soldier turned outlaw. The
uprising was a response
to the ruler’s attempts to
modernize the tribal culture
of Afghanistan. Until now,
there has been no account
of the nine-month rule of
the outlaw-king, Habib
Allah, nicknamed “Son
of the Watercarrier,” from
inside the capital. This
account of the occupiers’
extortion, confiscation, and
the resulting hardships, as
well as the actions of those
who resisted, is a timely
reminder of the drama being
played out in Afghanistan
today.
HC: 978-1-55876-154-4
$28.95

and

A Massacre Averted:
An Armenian Town,
an American Nurse,
and the Turkish Army
They Resisted
Nancy Klancher, Ed.
“No empire collapses
quietly. “A Massacre
Averted” is a history of
the falling of the Ottoman
Empire and the massacre
that almost came down
upon an Armenian town.
An American relief
nurse was sent there, and
chronicles the events of the
crisis, painting a picture of
this major shift in world
history and the resistance
shown to the Turkish army.
This is an educational walk
of history and story of
unsung heroes.”
—Midwest Book Review
HC: 978-1-55876-532-0
$69.95
PB: 978-1-55876-533-7
$24.95

complete reviews, please visit:

The Heritage of
Central Asia: From
Antiquity to the
Turkish Expansion

www.markuswiener.com

The History of
Bukhara
Richard N. Frye, Ed.

HC: 978-1-55876-110-0
$68.95
PB: 978-1-55876-111-7

PB: 978-1-55876-419-4
$24.95

Pierre Centlivres,
Micheline CentlivresDemont
“This book summarizes the
predominant events marking the past forty years in
Afghanistan’s history. It
recounts the upheavals endured by the Afghan people
since the Communist coup...
The book is illustrated with
popular prints and with photographs taken by the authors. In a lively and elegant
style, they invite us to follow their geographical and
intellectual peregrinations,
which reveal their deep attachment to Afghanistan and
the Afghans and to analyze
the dramatic changes they
were privileged to witness.”
—Afghanistan Info
PB: 978-1-55876-524-5
$28.95

Central Asia

Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn
al-Narshakhi of Bukhara
“Outstanding Academic
wrote the history of his
Book of the Year.”
city and presented it to
—Choice the Samanid ruler Nuh
ibn Nasr in 943 C.E.
“In this handy book, Rich(A.H. 332). This is the
ard Frye surveys the true
only book he is known to
history of this much-conhave written.
tested crossroad, touching
on the supreme imporNarshakhi’s The History
tance of water and oases,
of Bukhara is unusual
analyzing the influence of
among histories of Middle
Zoroastrianism and Islam,
Eastern cities because
and describing in detail a
it provides a broad and
harshly beautiful landperceptive overview of
scape’s various peoples,
urban life of the time, as
places, and cultures.”
opposed to the standard
—Washington Post biographies of religious
leaders.
“A most useful book for
undergraduate teaching
purposes.”
—Journal of Islamic HC: 978-1-55876-418-7
$84.95
Studies

Richard N. Frye

Afghanistan on the
Threshold of the 21st
Century: Three Essays
on Culture and Society

$24.95
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The African Diaspora
in the Mediterranean
Lands of Islam
John Hunwick, Eve
Troutt Powell

Slavery

“The African Diaspora offers scholars and
students insight into the
relationships between the
brutal culture of slavery
and the rich traditions of
the Islamic world.”
—Publishers Weekly

18

“An excellent text for undergraduate and graduate
courses on Slavery and
Slave Trade, on comparative slavery or more
broadly on social history,
... engaging, ... frequently
riveting.”
—Journal of North
African Studies
HC: 978-1-55876-274-9
$69.95
PB: 978-1-55876-275-6
$26.95

The Revolt of
African Slaves in
Iraq in the 3rd/9th
Century

and

The Golden Trade of
the Moors
Edward William Bovill

“Bovill is a gifted teller of
tales … it is a delightfully
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., written and well-organized
account of a vast and
Intro.
neglected field of history …
a unique source book on SaThe revolt of African
haran trade routes, caravan
slaves in Iraq from 869 to
organization, and Sudanese
883 C.E.--the revolt of the
history … Mr. Bovill not
Zanj--was one of the great
only reveals a firm grasp of
rebellions of world history
and the first major uprising history but of anthropology
in the history of the African and economic geography.”
—New York Times
diaspora.
“An utterly enthralling,
“The Zanj revolt, an upris- scholarly study … very
ing of East African slaves
blunt about all the hot little
in the Tigris-Euphrates
towns, sharp traders, and
delta, contributed to the
the brutal rulers who figure
late-9th-century crisis of the in this book—but Bovill’s
Abbasid caliphate. ... This
truths turn out to be splenis a monograph in the best
didly romantic.”
tradition of French Islamic
—New Yorker
scholarship.”
“Bovill writes, as a histo—Choice rian, of the Sahara’s golden
age, threading his way
HC: 978-1-55876-162-9
clearly and with learning
$44.95
through a maze of Berber
PB: 978-1-55876-163-6
and Sudanese dynasties”
$24.95
—Spectator
PB: 978-1-55876-091-2
$24.95

Alexandre Popovic

complete reviews, please visit:

Pilgrimate to Mecca
An Indian Experience
Michael N. Pearson

www.markuswiener.com

African Identity in
Asia: Cultural Effects
of Forced Migration

Chinese Travelers
to the Early Turkish
Republic

Shihan de Silva
Jayasuriya

Giray Fidan, Ed. &
Trans.
In the first quarter of the
20th century, China was in
turmoil, facing an existential
crisis. Chinese politicians
and intellectuals looked to
the Turkish Republic as a
role model. Turkey defeated
foreign invading forces and
renegotiated unfair treaties, adapted to the modern
world, and initiated series of
reforms in all walks of life.
Chinese travelers chronicled
their observations, and
included the notes of Shi
Zhaoji, the first Chinese
ambassador to the US, and
Hu Hanmin, an early leader
in the Kuomintang.

HC: 978-1-55876-635-8
$44.95
PB:978-1-55876-636-5
$22.95

Indian Ocean/ Travelers

“A sympathetic and scholarly labor of love.”
“The slave trade should not
—The Times, Higher obscure African contribuEducation Supplement tions in military activities
and music, nor the role of
For over a thousand years,
Africans as cultural brokers
several hundred thousands
between the two continents.
of Muslim Indians have
Topics include eastbound
been making the pilgrimage
Africans, the dispersal of
to Mecca, the annual Hajj.
Africans across the Indian
In the early modern period,
Ocean, sounds of Africa,
they followed a route over
and the history and sociolthe Indian Ocean, producing
ogy of African migrants.”
an entanglement of politics,
—Book News
trade, and religion. Mughal
rulers financed the Hajj for “Academics and laypersons
their subjects and also used alike will thank Jayasuriya
it to send rebellious wives
for this fine contribution to
and scholars into exile; the what is still a new area of
Portuguese navy pirated
investigation.”
merchant vessels bound for
—Journal of Asian Studies
Mecca all in the name of
Christianity. In Mecca, “do- “A breath of fresh air. ... [It]
nations” were demanded by casts new light on the reality
some sharifs, and local mer- of globalization.”
—Knowledge
chants excluded “infidels”
from trade.
HC: 978-1-55876-471-2
HC: 978-1-55876-089-9
$88.95
$42.95
PB: 978-1-55876-472-9
$28.95
PB: 978-1-55876-090-5
$22.95

19

For a full listing, including tables of contents

East Africa and the
Indian Ocean
Edward A. Alpers

Indian Ocean

“The most complete
overview of Alpers’s
work.” — African Studies Quarterly

20

“Everyone who works
on East African or Indian Ocean history knows
Alpers’ work. He has
been at the forefront of
the effort to write East
Africa into the history
of the Indian Ocean,
while at the same time
striving to convince
East Africanists to look
at their region as part of
a larger oceanic system
of exchange and communication.”
—International Journal of African Historicall Studies
HC: 978-1-55876-452-1
$86.95
PB: 978-1-55876-453-8
$26.95

The First Sultan
Zanzibar: Power

of

and Trade in the 19th
Century Indian Ocean

Beatrice Nicolini
Indian and Arab merchants have dominated
trade between East Africa and Asia for centuries. But in the 19th century, the British-French
rivalry spilled over into
the Indian Ocean, and
pirates looted, adventurers sought their fortunes, and Italian spies
and American whalers
got in on the action.
Meanwhile, the Omanis
consolidated their empire, and Sa’id bin Sultan moved the imperial
capital to Zanzibar and
manipulated the BritishFrench rivalry to his advantage.
“An intriguing book...
very readable.”

—African Studies
Quarterly

PB: 978-1-55876-544-3
$24.95

and

Memoirs of an
Arabian Princess
From Zanzibar
Emily Ruete - Born
Sayyida, Princess of
Zanzibar

“Ruete could be the
subject of a thrilling
romance. As Romero explains, she was
born in 1840 as Princess Sayyida. Following her father’s death,
she participated in one
brother’s unsuccessful
coup. She trysted with
a German, fled to Germany, and married her
lover. Ruete ... generates
a peculiarly successful tension, enhanced
by carefully recorded
details of court life.”
—Publishers Weekly
“An intruiging account
of court life in an outpost
of the Islamic empire in
Africa.” — Journal of
World History
PB: 978-1-55876-007-3
$24.95

complete reviews, please visit:

Colonialism (Updated
Edition)
Jürgen Osterhammel

www.markuswiener.com

Bitter Bonds: A
Colonial Divorce
Drama of the
Seventeeth Century

Sufism and Politics
Paul L. Heck

Colonialism

Sufism is often overlooked when it comes to
“Osterhammel argues
Leonard Blussé, Trans. scholarly consideration of
that the global mercantile
Diane Webb
the politics of the Muslim
expansion of the European
world. The editor conpowers of the sixteenth
“The story of a rich, halfsolidates thinking about
through the eighteenth
Japanese beauty in Batavia the political dimension
centuries bears a marked
and her tempestuous diof Sufism across culresemblance to the
vorce from a cold, tough
tures and history and to
political imperialism
colonial official, Leonard
offer new horizons for
of the nineteenth and
Blussé’s new book is … for scholarly reflection on
twentieth centuries …
the light it casts on love and the socio-political role
Osterhammel finds more
life on a colonial frontier,
played by Sufism in both
significant the intentions
the most illuminating...One pre-modern and modern
and goals of the individual of the best books of the
Muslim society. Sufism
colonies … [and that]
year.”
has been an active player
each type has distinctive
—The Economist in defining the societal
features … which lead to
nature of Islam, and this
very different outcomes
Chosen as one of The Econvolume underscores
as colonies gained
omist‘s books of the year.
the way in which it has
independence.”
played that role while
—Book News “One of the best books of
adapting to changing
the year … Bitter Bonds is
political conditions.
HC: 978-1-55876-339-5
the most intriguing work of
$69.95
micro-history.
—TLS HC: 978-1-55876-422-4
PB: 978-1-55876-340-1
$68.95
$26.95
HC: 978-1-55876-252-7
PB: 978-1-55876-423-1
$64.95
$24.95
PB: 978-1-55876-253-4
$26.95
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History of the
Muslim World

General History

Vol. I: Age of
Caliphs

22

The Age of the
Caliphs: A History of
the Muslim World

and

Women in Islam
Wiebeke Walther

This book illustrates that
the world from the classical period to modern times
Vol. II: The Mongol “In this concise history
is also a woman’s world.
Period
of the Muslim countries
Slave dancers and “boySpuler has provided the
girls,” students, wives,
Vol. III: The Last
educated reader with a
Great Muslim
reliable presentation. The career women: all come to
life in these pages.The book
author has succeeded
Empires
contains a unique collecin unraveling the many
Bertold Spuler
motivations and influences tion of illustrations showing
that went into the making how women both represented themselves and were
“Professor Spuler, one of Islamic history and in
represented, interweaving
of the outstanding his- lucidly expounding and
torians of our time...has evaluating them. A highly the history of Islam with the
role of Muslim women in
been able to embody a important feature of the
wealth of material in a book are the six maps that traditional Islamic countries.
small number of pages. combine, most happily,
..one of the best manuals political with religious and “A valuable book.” — Lieconomic information. . . . brary Journal
of Muslim History”
a well-planned volume.”
PB: 978-1-55876-053-0
—Journal of Near $24.95
—The Middle East
Eastern Studies Of Related Interest:
Forum
Vol: I PB: 978-1-55876095-4
$18.95
Vol: II PB: 978-1-55876079-2
$18.95
Vol: III PB: 978-1-55876112-8
$24.95

Bertold Spuler

PB: 978-1-55876-095-0
$19.95

Women in the Islamic
World, page 3

African Women: A Historical Panorama, Patricia
Romero
“Comprehensive and
engaging” — IJHAS
HC: 978-1-55876-575-7
PB: 978-1-55876-576-4

complete reviews, please visit:

www.markuswiener.com

The West and the
World: A History
of Civilization, Vol.
I: From the Ancient
World to 1700

The Human Drama,
Vol I: From the
Beginning to 500 c.e.

The Human Drama,
Vol III: From 1450
c.e. to 1900

Don Johnson,
Jean Johnson

Don Johnson,
Jean Johnson

The authors present the
development of humankind across cultures and
economies as a gigantic
drama played out with the
cradles of civilization as
the stage.

The third volume develops the themes of
industrialization and the
formation of nation-states.
The second half of the
book covers Europe’s
growing global power and
concludes on the eve of
the twentieth century.

The only world history textbooks organized
topically and chronologically. It engages students
and provokes discussion
by presenting the past
through the prism of current and perennial issues.

PB: 978-1-55876-222-0
$28.95

PB: 978-1-55876-152-0
$32.95

Don Johnson,
Jean Johnson

The West and the
World: A History
of Civilization, Vol.
II: From 1400 to the
Present

PB: 978-1-55876-211-4
$28.95

Don Johnson,
Jean Johnson
“This is a rich and engagingly written account of
the post-classical world. . .
. the Johnsons are especially illuminating on the
universal religions and
cross-cultural contacts.”
—Stephen Gosch,
University of Wisconsin
PB: 978-1-55876-220-6
$28.95

The Human Drama,
Vol IV: From 1900
to the Present

The final volume ushers in
the twentieth century, the
bloodiest in world history
and arguably the century
that saw more accelerated
and profound changes
than any previous era.
PB: 978-1-55876-223-7
$28.95

Kevin Reilly
“Reilly’s text . . . leaves
students with a much more
sophisticated vision of the
global past and present.”
—Linda Schaffer, Tufts
PB: 978-1-55876-153-7
$32.95

World History & Women

The Human Drama,
Vol II: From 500 to
1400 c.e.

Kevin Reilly
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